
 

 

From the Minister 

 
Today I have community on my mind. The 
Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines com-
munity as: 
 
a unified body of individuals:   
a : the people with common interests 
living in a particular area 
b : a group of people with a common 

characteristic or interest living together within a lar-
ger society  
c : a body of persons of common and especially 
professional interests scattered through a larger 
society  
d : a body of persons or nations having a common 
history or common social, economic, and political 
interests  
 

There is one thing, however, that Webster does not mention, and that is the heart of a com-
munity. The spirit of a community. I understand why, for how do you capture in words a 
touch? How can words adequately describe that look of concern, empathy, and compassion 
that lets one know that they are seen, they are heard?  
 
My entire life I have been sustained by a community or another. Yet, perhaps, never has 
community meant as much to me as when I first arrived to this country. I knew nobody on 
this continent and all I had was two suitcases. I would have never made it without commu-
nity. I would have never made it without people who cared, who scooped me up when I was 
down, held me tight when I needed hope, and laughed and celebrated with me when my 
heart sang.  
 
I learned to trust community and build it. Build it for when I need it. Build it for when I am needed. 
Build it to sustain me, build it to sustain others. Community has given me life. Community has saved 
my life.  
 
Real, honest, genuine, nurturing community works. I’ve personally experienced it. It works, because 
of its heart. The very thing that Webster cannot capture.  
 
We have, however, felt it at at our UUCC community. We have developed a collective heart that sus-
tains us all. It brings us back for more, it helps us through rough patches,  it guides us with solid prin-
ciples, and most of all it is a safe place for who we are, as we are.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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March Services 
Services and Children’s Religious  

Education Classes begin at 10:00am.    
Nursery Care is available. 

 
Sunday, March  4  -  Rev. Gy will be conducting 
our annual Joining Ceremony for new members. 
 
 
Sunday, March 11 -  Rev. Gy will be speaking; 
More information to come soon. Please be sure to 
check the Friday weekly e-mail.  
 
 

Sunday, March 18 -  Rev. Gy will be speaking! 

More information to come soon. Please be sure to 

check the Friday weekly e-mail. 

 

Sunday, March 25 -  Mary Reed will be speaking; 
more information to come soon. Please be sure to 
check the Friday weekly e-mail. 

Community Matters 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/common
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Thank you for supporting this heart of ours. Without this beat the larger community would be poorer 
for it, not to mention us.  
 
Thank you for taking care of us so we may live together, learn together, share together in this wild 
human experience.  
 
Thank you for helping us thrive as we explore the depths of our spirituality.  
 
Thank you for caring to give a clear voice to our tried and true UU principles.  
 
Thank you for supporting our collective vision and mission to transform ourselves for the wellbeing of 
all life.  
 
I started out thinking about community and now I am overwhelmed with gratitude.  
 
Blessed be! 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

Don’t Miss our Fellowship Dinner  
 

The March 24 celebration of our abundance will feature 

an Italian dinner prepared by Nancy and Joe Calme, with 

salads from other talented cooks in our congregation and 

a dessert surprise. This party when we celebrate your 

generosity will include musical entertainment by a live 

band with our own Nick Sienkiewicz on the keyboard. The 

evening will begin with our usual time for wine and con-

versation.  

Sign-up sheets for the celebration are on the welcome 

desk.  Please use those forms to let the Stewardship 

Committee know how many children and adults will be attending, whether or not you need transpor-

tation, and if you would like a vegetarian entree.  There will be pizza for the children, who will be 

served upstairs along with the adults. Childcare will be available downstairs.  It’s essential to know 

how many children to expect so we have enough pizza and adequate adult supervision. 

You’ll receive your pledge card at the dinner table, but now’s the time to ponder your relationship 

and commitment to UUCC.  We believe that our message can encourage and inspire many people 

in our community, and your generosity will help us reach them.  Do take some time to study the can-

vass letter and enclosed materials to help in your pledging decision. The final tally will determine 

how the Board finalizes next year’s budget.  

If you cannot be at the dinner, ask a member of the Stewardship committee to provide you with a 

pledge card.   
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March Calendar 

Thursday, March 1 
6:00 p.m. - Brief Board Meeting  
7:00p.m. - “Why do so Many Murder so Many?” 
 
 

Sunday, March 4 
10:00 a.m. - Joining Ceremony  
11:30 a.m. - Potluck  

Tuesday, March 6 
6:30 a.m. - Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, March 9  
11:30 a.m. - Women’s Book Group Lunch @ Cove 
1:00 p.m. - Women’s Book Group Discussion 

Sunday, March 11 
Daylight Saving Time Starts 
11:30 a.m. - Faith in Action Committee Meeting 
11:30 a.m. - Connections Team Meeting 
 

Tuesday, March 13  
6:30 p.m. - Choir Rehearsal 

Wednesday, March 14 
12:15 p.m. - Stewardship Meeting 
5:30 p.m. - Sunday Services Meeting 

Friday, March 16 
6 p.m. - Board Meeting 

Saturday, March 17 
8:30 a.m. - Men’s Breakfast @ Burgertown 

Sunday, March 18 
11:30 a.m. - Program Council  
 

Tuesday, March 20 
6:30 p.m. - Choir Rehearsal 

Wednesday, March 21 
6:30 p.m. - UUCC Film Forum 

Saturday, March 24 
5:00 p.m. - Fellowship Dinner 

Tuesday, March 27 
6:30 p.m. - Choir Rehearsal  

UUCC Women’s Book Group: Friday, March 9 
 
 

Seven women participated in discussing “Tears We Cannot Stop: A Sermon to 
White America,” led by Rita Stevens, at the make-up session on February 23.  All 
are planning to return for lunch and discussion on Friday, March 9.  Please re-
view the details below—we hope you will join us for lunch and discussion of 
“Evicted.” 

The UUCC Women’s Book Group will hold its regularly scheduled meeting on Fri-
day, March 9, to discuss the Kalamazoo Public Library Community Read, 
“Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City,” non-fiction by Dr. Matthew 
Desmond.  Discussion leader: Betty Lee Ongley; hostess: Denise Hartsough. 

Lunch will be held at 11:30 a.m. at the Cove Lakeside Bistro, 9110 Portage Road, on West Lake. 
The business meeting and discussion will begin at 1 p.m. in the UUCC Community Room.  Ques-
tions and lunch reservations with Judy Halseth, judith.halseth@wmich.edu .  All UUCC women are 
invited to participate.  

On Friday, March 16, 7-9 p.m. Dr. Desmond will speak at Chenery Auditorium.  Free event; open to 
the public.  No ticket required.  People planning to attend are encouraged to RSVP to the Kalama-
zoo Public Library.  http://kpl.gov/reading-together/2018/meet-the-author.aspx 

https://maps.google.com/?q=9110+Portage+Road&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:judith.halseth@wmich.edu
http://kpl.gov/reading-together/2018/meet-the-author.aspx


Page 4  Community Matters 

 

R. E. flections 
Jacquis Robertson 
 Director of Religious Education 
 
"Pretty much all the honest truth telling 

there is in the world is done by children."  

  — Oliver Wendell Holmes, author and poet 

Here we find ourselves in March, the 
month that moves us into spring and out 
of winter. As transformative as March is in the 
movement of seasons as was February in R.E. We 
have been working from a curriculum entitled Heeding 
the Call. To quote the UUA, “Heeding the Call is a 
social justice curriculum that not only explores linked 
oppressions in our society but also encourages 
participants towards personal growth in values that 
counteract the marginalization of others.  
 
Workshops on empathy, courage, abundance, joy, and 
other qualities ask participants to recognize how these 
standards can be tools for justice.” In February one of 
the lessons we had was “The Call for Awareness” 
where we read a story entitled “Babies in the River” in 
this story a village finds that babies are floating in 
baskets down the river. It’s not a person in the village 
speaks up that they start doing what’s necessary to 
take care of the babies. The story ends on the question 
of should the village keep taking care of the babies or 
should they find out why the babies are sent down the 
river and stop it? This lesson also encourages that you 
interview local activist, so we also had Nelly Fuentes 
and her son Allen Fuentes from Movimiento Cosecha 
Kalamazoo present.  
 
During this session the children discussed how you 
could find out where the babies are coming from and 
take care of the babies that are still coming down the 
river they then were able to relate all of this to things 
that Nelly discussed. It was a very moving lesson for 
myself and Nelly because it explicitly displayed that our 
children know more about the state of the world than we 
give them credit for and they know how to solve the 
world's problems it’s merely our job to support them in 
that process.  
 
There is an opportunity to do that in March for those 
that are parents of youth that attend Loy Norrix High 
School there is going to a Walkout for Change of Gun 
Restrictions held on March 14, 2018, at 10:00 a.m. If 
your youth is interested in participating, I would 
encourage you to support that decision. 
 
 

 

 
R.E. News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R.E. Committee Meeting: The R.E. committee will 

be meeting Friday, March 23 at 12:00 p.m.   

Thank You!: A Big thank you to Nelly and Allen 

Fuentes for speaking with the children and a big 

thank you to Denise Soiner, Mary King, Betty Lee 

Ongley and, Ron and Nancy Crowell for 

participating in our Valentine Pal program. 

Peace and Pizzazz: We will be participating in the 

Peace and Pizzazz program this year. If you would 

like to learn more, please see Jacquis.  

UU Figures in History:  This Month we are 

highlighting Rev. Joseph Jordan. “Joseph Jordan 

(Pronounced “Jerden”) the first African American to 

be ordained as a minister by the Universalist 

denomination, founded the First Universalist 

Church of Norfolk, Virginia in 1887 and initiated an 

educational effort for African American children in 

Norfolk and vicinity. The missions and schools that 

were his legacy served thousands of children and 

families in eastern Virginia over the period of a 

century (uudb.org).”  
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December R.E. Schedule 

 
 Nursery Volunteer 

 

    3/4     Brian Leekley   
    3/11   Help Wanted 
    3/18   Help Wanted 
    3/25   Help Wanted 
     

 

Lesson  Teacher Dates 

Call for Empathy Regena Nelson 3/4 

The Call for Courage Phil Najar 3/11 

Peace Mural pt. 3 N/A 3/18 

The Call for  
Abundance  

Help Wanted 3/25 

   

 
UUCC’s Religious Education Curriculum is available in digital format. 
If you would like to have a digital copy of the lessons, please e-mail me 
at jacquis.o.robertson@gmail.com. Your participation, your questions 
and your suggestions are most welcome. 
 
For those in our congregation who are new to volunteering as a Reli-
gious Education teacher, a R.E. Teacher Check List is available; this 
provides the appropriate details, and will give you an understanding of 
the routine. 
 
For our best communication, please talk with me on Sunday and also 
send an e-mail to me at jacquis.o.robertson@gmail.com.  
 

Our children need the participation of our adults, so thank you for con-

sidering this vital role.  
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Art Wall Article 
 

The first Art Wall of 2018 is now up and ready for your 
viewing.  The art is by Dave and Sharon Saunders who 
moved to Kalamazoo from Minnesota.  Sharon is a 
teacher and Dave works for the Kellogg Company.  
Both are artists.  Sharon’s art is expressed in her paint-
ings and Dave through creating original wood furniture 
and hardwood accessories.  The art is for sale, and 
they will donate half of each sale to UUCC.  Please  
enjoy their work. 

FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT 
 
Hello, fellow congregants and spiritual seekers.  I hope that this finds you well in all re-
spects.   
 

As I write this, it's the third full week of February, the proverbial heavens are emptying out 
upon us with fierce steady rain, and we have unusually high temperatures--all in sharp contrast to our Febru-
ary 9-10-11 winter storm that left approximately 20 inches of beautiful white stuff at my place in Parchment 
and prompted UUCC's rare closure on Sunday, February 11.     
 

Due to more favorable weather conditions, we resumed our normal Sunday schedule on February 18, and I'm 
still thinking about the contrasts that Rev. Gy presented in her powerful sermon, based on the 2017 book 
"The Color of Law: A Forgotten History of How Our Government Segregated America" by Richard Roth-
stein.  Gy's presentation, along with the words on our white screen with some of the text from three U.S. Con-
stitutional Amendments--the Fifth, the Thirteenth, and the Fourteenth--generated a number of emotions and 
thoughts in me--this mature fair skin woman raised with bias on a crop and dairy farm--while adding to my un-
derstanding as to why we still have huge housing discrimination in this country. 
 
 
Social justice education by UUCC people--our minister, members and friends--along with our social justice 
actions--are among the reasons why I belong to and believe in this Unitarian Universalist community, and why 
I eagerly anticipate our next three to five years, as our Strategic Planning Task Force begins its hard work.   
 

To support our immediate future, the July 1-June 30 fiscal year, we conduct an annual canvass in 
March.  This gives us the opportunity to demonstrate, as we are able, our financial support to UUCC, and 
thus our message and work in the larger community, our church home, our care of and for each other when 
life is difficult.  The canvass theme this year is Gratitude and Abundance, in accordance with our Vision and 
Mission, and with an emphasis on the many strengths that we already have, individually and collectively.   
 

I invite each of us to reflect on what we RECEIVE here, and also on what we can GIVE, and then make a 
generous pledge of support for our next year together.  Here's to seeing and sharing with you during our 
March 24 Fellowship Dinner.  
    
Yours, 
Stephanie Groshko Grathwol 
 

P.S.  Please continue to contact me about anything, especially with your positive suggestions, as together we 
strive to make this world a better place through UUCC.  Thank you. 
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       March Caring Community News 
  

March is Women’s History Month! 
”It took me quite a long time to develop a voice, and now that I have it, 

I’m not going to be silent” 
Madeline Albright 

 
At UUCC every voice matters, and we, the Point Persons for Caring Com-
munity want to hear from all of you. 
 

Have we missed your birthday dates?  Are you planning an exciting trip? Do you need some rides to UUCC 
or other places?  Please notify Nancy Crowell; Judy Oliver; Judy Pigg/Behrendt; and we will activate our vol-
unteer list for help or conversation. 
 
Include your voice in a call to members who cannot attend church –Elizabeth Fernandez would enjoy a call or 
visit; Faye Clifton would enjoy a friendly note or email; and a call or email to Lin Foote, one of our founders, 
would be a nice surprise!.  All these members’ addresses can be found in the UUCC Directory. 
 
Sending out very Happy Birthday wishes this month to Erin M. on March 9; Olivia R. (Betty Lee’s Grand-
daughter) on March 19; and Marcia A. on March 27.  
 
Congratulations go out to Lucile and Bill Boyer who are celebrating 64 years of marriage on March 20.   
 
Traveling the world is a joy for many UUCCers this March.  Freya Lake visiting her daughter in California; 
Lucille and Bill Boyer living a sunny winter life in Florida; Bev and John Folz enjoying a warm beach side stay 
in Mexico; Marsha Laya and Lee Smittendorf traveling and discovering history in Vietnam; Dick and Barb Bott 
touring with canoe adventures in Costa Rica; Pat and Bob Fuehr spending happy, warm time in Arizona and 
Jim Heveran and Ellouise Barnette wintering in sunny Alabama! 
 
Wishing all our snow birds great warm days during their getaways and safe travels back to Michigan. 
Wishing all Michiganders a March’s entrance “in like a lion:, so it can exit” like a lamb”! 

FAIR TRADE CHOCOLATE BARS  
NOW AVAILABLE 
 
Hello, chocolate lovers!  Chocolate bars are now available at 
UUCC for just $2.30 each (cash or checks payable to Stephanie 
Grathwol).  Also, we have one Seder Gift Box; a variety of eight 
chocolate bars for $30.  First come, first serve.  
  
Dark Chocolate Mint Crunch (67% Cacao)           
Dark Chocolate Orange (65% Cacao) 
Milk Chocolate Caramel Crunch with Sea Salt (43% Cacao) 
  
With our purchase of these organic, kosher-certified chocolate bars, we demonstrate our support of the 
UUA's Service Committee, and their partnership with Equal Exchange, a worker-owned cooperative of 
small farmers around the globe.  
  
Check out https://shop.equalexchange.coop for lots more information about Equal Exchange and the 
many yummy offerings. Note: The prices shown on the website are higher than UUCC's wholesale 
price.. 
  
Thank you, Stephanie Grathwol 

https://shop.equalexchange.coop/
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   Eric Nelson – Super Server! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eric has been a member of UUCC for around 20 
years! 
 

In the past, he has served UUCC 

 Twice on the ministerial search committee 

 As a Board member 

 For 4-5 years as Youth Group co-leader, with 
wife Regena, on ski trips, going to Lake MI to 
cook breakfast on the beach and much more 

 As a children’s RE teacher 

 Building two RE classrooms downstairs and 
the office upstairs in the community room 

 Collaborating with Bill Boyer and a few others 
to install a 30-ft beam in the portico entrance 
area to fix a sagging beam 

 Led a meditation class before church service 
for 1-2 years 
Led the Appreciative Inquiry process for vision-
ing/missioning 
 
Currently, Eric serves UUCC 

 As Chair of B&G committee for 7-8 years, and 
until recently, the only member of the committee! 

 Gathers bids for projects, i.e. fixing plumbing/
leaks, new HVAC system, and the latest replac-
ing of our water heater 

 Coordinating with contractors, inspectors, and 
service providers to be here when the work is be-
ing completed 

 Planning two clean-up days/year 

 By doing work himself – replacing light bulbs, 
fixing trim, painting, clean-ups after floods, etc. 

 As a member of COM 
Provides pulpit services 

 
 
Why does Eric choose to serve our UUCC 
community? 

 He took over B&Gs because he recognized 
he has skills for the position and he likes the 
physical work. He enjoys the sense of accom-
plishment when a project is completed. 

 He understands that when he does service, 
the church receives a task done and he gets a 
positive feeling as well. 

 He serves in an RE capacity because it brings 
him joy to share what he has learned and to 
know he is helping others to reduce their suffer-
ing. 
And it helps to keep him sane! 
 
In the future, Eric has interest in getting involved 
in 

 Adult RE – in particular, Spiritual Develop-
ment classes 
Possibly Sunday Services, or at least doing a 
service every now and then 
 
Eric also serves his family and the broader com-
munity by volunteering at or providing services 
for 

 A Ministry with Community 

 Annual MLK Jr. Day activities 

 The elderly, more isolated individuals at 
Friendship Village with a weekly class 

 Mindfulness classes 3x/month at Kzoo Books 
and Mattawan Yoga – giving back to the commu-
nity 

 Annual day-long retreat at Stryker Nature 
Center preserve 

 Supporting his children’s activities 

 H.S. band fundraisers 

 Friday Fun Fest 
Gymnastics events 
 
Please take a moment to talk with Eric about his 
giving nature and thank him for all that he does! 
 

 



Page 9  Community Matters 

 

      

Board Briefs 
 

Regular Meeting: February 1, 2018 
  
Received report from Director of Religious Education 
(DRE) and Office Administrator (OA) Jacquis Robertson. 

-          DRE:  Board supports having a Young Adult Covenant (18-35 years) group in the 
spring.  Take this to Program Council. 
-        OA:  Reminder-Submittal Deadlines are Wednesday 10 a.m. for Announcements in Friday’s 
Weekly Email, Wednesday 12 Noon for announcements in the Sunday Order of Service and 
Third Tuesday 12 Noon for the monthly Newsletter. 

  
Received report from Consulting Minister Reverend Gy Ludvig-McCartney. 

-          Continuing work with Nick on current and future musical selections.  He recruited ten peo-
ple for our new choir and held the first rehearsal on January 30.  For the March 24 Canvass Din-
ner, Nick and a local band will play for a love offering.  Continuing the search for a drummer. 
-        Met with Susan Reed of MIRC, one of our recent guest speakers.  She suggested that we 
encourage people to apply for the Kalamazoo County ID card, which is scheduled to come out in 
3 to 4 weeks, in solidarity for the undocumented population. 
-        Progress Report, UUA Ministerial Fellowship list of required readings. 

  
Board Discussions/Actions: 

-        Liaisons gave updates on the committees that they support. 
-        Appointed the Strategic Planning Task Force team:  Darby Fetzer, Nancy Calme, Phil Najar, 
Lauren Ritter, Erin Michael, Joyce Van Baak, Rev. Gy Ludvig-McCartney, and Jacquis Roberson. 
-        Authorized Building & Grounds’ Eric Nelson to obtain an update on paving our parking lot as 
(1) the area from the street to the east end of the portico; (2) the area from the street to the east 
end of the building; (3) the whole UUCC parking lot. 
-        Policies review and approved:  Facility Use, Record Retention. 
-        Reviewed proposed changes to the Bylaws. 
-        Decided to NOT hold formal Sunday services in July 
-        Recruit for upcoming UUA Events:  June 20-24 GENERAL ASSEMBLY in Kansas City, MO 
and July 15-21 MidWest Leadership School at Luther College in Decorah, Iowa. 

  
  
Reminder:  Board meetings are open to all to attend. The next meeting is scheduled for March 16th at 
6:00 p.m. in the Community Room at UUCC. 
   
Respectfully submitted, 
Lauren Ritter 
UUCC Board of Trustees Secretary 
 

 

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING  
 

The Board of Trustees has scheduled a special board meeting for Thursday, March 1, 2018 at 6 PM 

for about one hour in the Community Room, to review the Preliminary Budget for UUCC's 2017-

2018 fiscal year with the Finance Team.  We plan to conclude before Bob Weir's 7 PM presentation 

in the sanctuary.  Board meetings are open to all to attend. 
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UUCC Program Council Article 
February 18, 2018 

 

Call to Order – 11:40 AM 
19 attending, Stephanie Grathwol, leading; Nancy Calme, notes 

 

Program Council Budget: $700 annual budget, $336 expenses YTD, $364 remaining. 

 ISAAC annual membership, UUCC will send $250 this month for CY 2018 

 Mary King suggested that if we run short on our PC funds, other committees with a surplus could 
transfer it over to PC 

 PC Chair will review which committees these might be 
Upcoming typical donations: $150 for ISAAC banquet ad, $150 for table at Pride. Nancy Crowell and Joe 
Calme will verify these amounts. 
 Potlucks - Nancy Stob, Potluck Coordinator  
May 6, Nancy Kulka and Mary King will coordinate Mexican-themed meal 
 
Working Committees: 
Religious Education:  

 Still need volunteer teachers and nursery, so please check the sign-up sheets 

 We usually participate in the Kalamazoo “Peace Pizazz”. See the Encore Magazine for an article by 
Bob Weir about this event 
RE Committee is meeting this Friday. Needs more members 
Caring Community: 

 Contact Judy Oliver, Judy Pigg-Behrendt, Nancy Crowell with news or needs 

 John Folz broke his collarbone and is healing. Leaving for Mexico soon 
Elizabeth Fernandez would like calls and visits (Friendship Village) but please no cards as her mail now 
goes to her Chicago daughter 
Faith in Action: 

 Nancy Kulka suggests a video (The Real News Network) about a National march on Poverty and 
Homelessness. There will be one in Lansing; perhaps there is interest in getting a busload together?  FIA 
to discuss. 

 ISAAC is hosting a Walk/Run on June 30; participants wanted.  Nancy Crowell and Lauren Ritter will 
coordinate UUCC’s table.  Register by May 31. 

 ISAAC Is establishing an endowment fund; FIA will propose some way UUCC may contribute 
Nancy Kulka offered to donate the referral bonus if anyone knows someone she could refer as a new 
tenant at Goldentree Apartments.  (No credit check required.) 
Sunday Services Committee: 

 Need a Lay Leader for March 25. The service topic is TBD. Ken VanEseltine tentatively volunteered 
Need more Sound Technicians (only have three rotating members right now) 
Connections Team: 

 Introduced two new members – Peggy Clausing and Zoe Granberg 

 March 4 is the annual Joining Ceremony, five new members featured 

 C.Team has changed the process for orienting newcomers. They will be putting together short, infor-

mative videos to place on the website and are launching a series on, “A Chosen Faith”, led by the minis-

ter. This book discussion will cover all the topics formerly in the “Roots” and “Wings” meetings but should 

be much richer and all UUCCers are welcome to join. Will have two offerings, one in the afternoons and 

one in evenings. Sign-up sheets will be posted soon. 
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Generosity Sundays: (roughly quarterly schedule)  

 (April is still Portage Community Center?) 

 June is for OutFront Kalamazoo, along with the PRIDE Festival 
September is for First Day Shoe Fund 
 
Social Groups: 
Men’s Breakfast Group: Nothing new to report 
Women’s Book Group: 

February 9 lunch and discussion rescheduled to February 23 due to weather 
March 9 meeting will discuss the Kalamazoo Public Library Community Read, “Evicted: Poverty and 

Profit in the American City” Lunch at 11:30am at Cove Lakeside Bistro, discussion at 1:00 PM at 
UUCC. Leader is Betty Lee Ongley, hostess is Denise Hartsough. Reservations for lunch, con-
tact Judy Halseth. 

 
Special Functions:  
Adult RE Film Forum: 

Still hoping for one more volunteer to organize in rotations with three others 
Stephanie Grathwol will host on February 21 at 6:30 PM at the church 

Art Wall: 

 Ron and Nancy Crowell displaying exhibit with a painter and woodworker. 
Any sales will share half the proceeds with UUCC! 
Library:  

 Completed the move to the front office area. 

 Thanks to Eric Nelson, and Brian Leekly. 
Betty Lee Ongley is being trained as a Librarian 
 
Leadership Teams: 
Strategic Plan Task Force: 
First meeting will be February 22 
Building & Grounds: 
Hot water heater has been replaced 
Stephanie will be posting sign up sheets for volunteers to help with B&G tasks. 
Marketing 

 T-shirts (short- and long-sleeved) and sweatshirts are in! $15, $20, and $25 
Please make checks payable to Phil Najar and mark “paid” on the sign-up sheet. 
Stewardship: 
The annual Fellowship Dinner is Saturday, March 24, 5:00-7:30 pm 
 
Next Program Council Meeting: March18, at 11:30 AM. 

Adjourn – 12:25PM 
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Welcome, Engage, Inspire! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Joining Ceremony – Sunday, March 4, 2018 
On this day, as part of our Sunday service, we intentionally welcome those individuals who have discov-
ered UU Community Church is a good fit for them. This ceremony allows our newest members to share a 
bit about themselves and affirm their commitment to UUCC, and allows the congregation to affirm our 
faithfulness to support and learn from our new members. We look forward to seeing everyone there! 
 

Thinking on the Edge of the Box (where transformation happens)!! 

 Our February Super Server is Eric Nelson! As the Feb. 11 service was cancelled due to inclement 
weather, I have included Eric’s service to UUCC in a separate article in this newsletter. Please celebrate 
him and his service to UUCC and extend a ‘Thank you’ to him next time you see him! 

 Our March Super Server is Freya Lake! Watch for upcoming details. 

 First-time attendees can choose to wear a yellow ribbon to let you know to live our new Mission by 
nurturing abundant welcoming! 

 The Incredible Introducer (identified by a light-up badge) is available to all congregants to help an-
swer questions about opportunities and events at UUCC. 

 The Connections Team’s mini-retreat on February 3 was a success! Plans are made to improve how 
we ‘do’ orientation and stay connected to those newer to our community. 

 Current orientations will be replaced by a four-part book study on “A Chosen Faith: An Introduction to 
Unitarian Universalism,” by Rev. John Buehrens, led by our minister. All congregants are welcome to at-
tend. 

 Plans for developing web-oriented video introductions to UUCC. 
A strategy for "touching" missing persons. 
 
Let’s get together! Important dates to put on your calendar! 

 Second Saturdays – Opportunity for newcomers and long-time UUCCers to gather, inspire and sup-
port each other and share our dreams. Come to one or all of them! 

 April 14 – meeting place TBD 
June 9 – meeting place TBD 
 
Connections Team’s mission and goals for the upcoming church year: 

 Welcoming – by all and to all; invite everyone to continue sincere acceptance 

 Connecting – foster communication of opportunities to socialize, engage, help and lead, both in our 
community and the community at large; inspire creativity, take risks and invite adventure 
Streamline – put our processes in writing, provide training to all who wish it 
 
We welcome your questions about making connections, membership at UUCC, and your input and feed-
back! Please contact us; Nancy Calme, Nancy Crowell, Nancy Stob, Lauren Ritter, Joyce Van Baak and 
Erin Michael. Love to see your smile! 
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STRATEGIC PLAN  
TASK FORCE  

 
 

On behalf of your Board of Trustees, I'm 
pleased to announce that we have ap-
pointed a Strategic Plan Task Force to envi-
sion UUCC's successful future for the next 
three to five years. 
  

Now that our UU congregation has a new 

Vision and Mission, we must build upon that, 

making the right decisions to positively transform us into a relevant spiritual community in our chang-

ing world.  

  

The members of the Strategic Plan Task Force are: 

Darby Fetzer 

Philip Najar 

Nancy Calme 

Lauren Ritter 

Erin Michael 

Joyce Van Baak 

Jacquis Robertson, Director of Religious Education 

Rev. Gy Ludvig-McCartney, Consulting Minister 

  

Please join with us in recognizing the commitment that each of these individuals has made to 

UUCC, as they engage in this important process. 

 

Yours, 

Stephanie Groshko Grathwol 

GUEST AT YOUR TABLE  
 

THANK YOU! for your donations.  We collected $ 690 in total for the Unitarian Universalist Service 
Committee's (UUSC) continuing work for social justice.  Your gener-
osity is greatly appreciated. 
 
And, just in case you wondered:  Charity Navigator shows an Overall 
Score & Rating of FOUR (out of four) Stars for UUSC.  The current 
rating was published on July 1, 2017.  More information is available 
at:  https://www.charitynavigator.org/ 

https://www.charitynavigator.org/
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General Assembly 2018 

Kansas City, Missouri and Online 
Wednesday, June 20, 2018 (All 

day) to Sunday, June 24, 2018 (All day) 

 

 
General Assembly 2018 will take place at the 
Kansas City Convention Center, 301 W 13th St, 
Kansas City, MO 64105 

2018 Registration Rates: 

Adult:  Wed-Sun:  $395 ($225) March 1 – April 
30;  $450 ($260*) May 1 – June 24 

Youth (Grades 9-12): $225 until April 30 and 
$260 thereafter. 

Off-Site:  $150 until April 30 and $175 thereafter. 

SCHOLARSHIPS:  Applications accepted March 
1 through March 31. 

Reduced Rates: $0 in exchange for 18 hours of 
volunteer work. Apply by 3/31. 

Interested?  Please contact Stephanie Grath-

wol or Jacquis Robertson. 

CANCELLATION:  Cancel a GA registration 
through the GA Registrar 
at  generalassembly@uua.org   Fee is $35 before 
May 1; $60 May 1 and thereafter. 

===================================== 

Attending Online 

Registration NOT required to vote in a UUA Elec-
tion nor to view: Events in the General Session 
Hall via live streaming and online chat (watch GA 
2017). Most vides are posted afterwards.  

In addition, Off-site Registrants are able to watch 
and ask questions in live sessions including 
workshops and business sessions (mini-
assemblies, hearings, etc). 

Off-site Voting Delegates are also able to pro-
pose amendments in the live business sessions, 
participate in debates, and vote in general ses-
sions. 

 

 
 

      GENERAL COMMUNICATIONS  
 

During our Sunday February 25 Service, we passed around clipboards and asked you to indicate 
your preferences for general communications by noting the number 1, 2, 3, etc. in the various col-
umns for email, telephone call, etc.  
 

If you missed this, please note your preferences on the clipboard that's on the Activity Sign-Up Ta-
ble in the foyer--or contact Office Administrator Jacquis Robertson 
at uucommunity@gmail.com  or  269-324-7262.   
 
Thank you! 

mailto:generalassembly@uua.org
https://www.uua.org/ga/off-site/2017
https://www.uua.org/ga/off-site/2017
https://www.uua.org/ga/registration/off-site
https://www.uua.org/ga/offsite/live-workshops-offsite
https://www.uua.org/ga/off-site/registrants/delegates
mailto:uucommunity@gmail.com
tel:(269)%20324-7262
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 Unexpected Closing Notification  
  
How were you notified of our February 11 closing?  Was it a phone call that you answered before you were 
fully awake?  Was that rude of us?  If your sleep was disturbed because of our concern, we are truly sorry. 
  
We think no one would fault us for trying to keep you safely off the roads if there is no other reason for you 
to venture out during very inclement weather.  Ironically, we were going to pass around a clipboard that day 
asking you about general communications. 
  
With hindsight, we see we should be more proactive about our communication methods.  So before this 
month ends, please think about how you would like us to contact you when we unexpectedly cancel 
services.  We have found that asking local media to disseminate information about closings does not always 
work well. 
  
So what works best for you? 
a)     Telephone call 
b)     Text message 
c)      E-mail 
d)     Our website 
e)      Our Facebook posting 
f)       Some other internet medium 
g)      All of the above 
h)      None of the above 
  
If you would like to let us know, please contact Office Administrator Jacquis Robertson at 
uucommunity@gmail.com  or  269-324-7262.  Thank you! 

BECOME A *CHALICE LIGHTER* - 
PLEASE  
Chalice Lighters is a small grant program run 
through the MidAmerica Region of the UUA.  We 
are in the MidAmerica Region, used to be active in 
this program, and received a grant sometime ago. 
 

The categories which Chalice Lighters funds 
are: Supporting an emerging congregation, ac-
quiring meeting space, increasing paid profes-
sional staff, outreach/marketing.  We certainly 
could benefit from a grant in the last two areas. 
  
While there is no minimum number of people who 
must contribute, in order for a congregation's appli-
cation to be considered, preference is given to 
those congregations where 20% of the members 
are active in the program.  To reach 20% in our 
congregation, we need six more members who 
contribute regularly. 
  
Individual donations are to be made three times 
each year (or once a year, $60 minimum).  There 
are four suggested levels of donation: 

$20    Believer 
$50    Builder 
$100  Benefactor 
$250  Beacon 
 

Should you choose to become a Chalice 
Lighter, you may donate in two ways: 
  1) Online at http://midameriauua.org/chalice-
lighters 
  or 
  2) Write a check out to MidAmerica Region. 
Please note “Chalice Lighter Winter 2018 Call” in 
the memo line and send it to:  MidAmerica Region, 
2355 Fairview Avenue #312, Roseville, MN 
55113 before March 31, 2018. 
  
Once you donate, you will receive a “Call Letter” 
three times a year as a reminder and to keep you 
updated.  If you donate annually, the Call Letter is 
sent as an update, not a request to send more, 
unless you wish to do so. 
  
Thank you – Your new Chalice Lighter Ambassador 
Ron Crowell 

mailto:uucommunity@gmail.com
tel:(269)%20324-7262
http://midameriauua.org/chalice-lighters
http://midameriauua.org/chalice-lighters
https://maps.google.com/?q=2355+Fairview+Avenue+%23312,+Roseville,+MN+55113&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=2355+Fairview+Avenue+%23312,+Roseville,+MN+55113&entry=gmail&source=g
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Place  
Postage 

Here 

Community Matters 

UU Community Church of SW Michigan 
10441 Shaver Rd. 
Portage, MI 49024 
269-324-7262 
uucommunity@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/uuccswmi 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Unitarian Universalist  
Community Church  
of  Southwest Michigan 
http://www.uucommunitychurch.org 

UU Community Church is 
served by 
Rev. Gy Ludvig-McCartney M.Div., M.A. 
Consulting Minister 
By Appointment Only 
gyludvig@gmail.com 
Cell: 269-352-2412 
 
Jacquis Robertson 
By Appointment Only 
Director of Religious Education 
Jacquis.o.robertson@gmail.com 
Cell: 269-569-9337 
 
Jacquis Robertson 
Office Administrator 
Wednesday 10 - 1 
Thursday 9 - 1 
uucommunity@gmail.com 

Church office: 324-7262 

The next Newsletter Deadline is 
Tuesday, March 20 at Noon 

Send Submissions to: 

uuccnewsletter@gmail.com 

2017-2018 Board of  Trustees 
 
Pat Fuehr 
 
Stephanie Grathwol 
 
Marsha Laya 
 
Brian Leekley  
 
Phil Najar 
 
Lauren Ritter 
 
Mary Roscoe  
 
 
 

«Name» 
«Address Line 1» 
«City», «State» «ZIP» 


